INTRODUCTION
The iron binding protein, Lactoferrin (LF) is a constituent of neutrophil secondary granules and is discharged into the surrounding medium when neutrophils are activated (1,2). It is commonly present in mucus membranes, neutrophil leucocytes, milk, sputum and tears as well as in seminal plasma (3-7). A high content of LF was also observed in cervical mucus of pregnant women (8) . The function of LF has been a target of considerable recent interest. It appears to play a role in the transport and utilization of iron in the digestive tract (9) . 
MATERIALS AND METHODS

Sample Collection
A total number of 112 cervical mucus samples were consecutively collected from 112 married women attending the family welfare clinics of the Institute over a period of 3 months.
The samples (0.5ml) were aspirated by tuberculin syringe and kept in vials containing 1 ml of PBS (phosphate buffer saline, pH 7.2) with sodium azide. When the amount of cervical mucus aspirated was less, the dilution volume of the buffer was accordingly adjusted. There were 21 cases where the volume was less than 0.5ml.
These vials were then kept at room temperature for 1 hr., centrifuged and the dissolved LF in the PBS was separated to a different vial. 
RESULTS
The sensitivity of LF assay was defined as the smallest amount of the compound which differs from zero at 95% confidence limit and was 2.997 ng/ml. The intra and inter assays coefficients of variation (5.9% and 13.5% respectively) were within the limit. The mean LF level of Group C and Group P CuT users is significantly (p < 0.05) higher than their corresponding non users.
The medn LF level of group C was significantly (P < 0.01) lower than group S and P. Degradation of LF in this case might take some more time to come down to a normal level.
Other 5 control cases using CuT had also a high level of LF, which might be due to host immune response to the external device. Further study with a large number of cases may be necessary to evaluate its use in the diagnosis of infection.
